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https://realmscapes.world oo ERE neX

The blog:
https://realmscapes.world/rants-and-ramblings-blog/

Pumpkin Night:
https://realmscapes.world/pumpkin-night/ C ‘cg"‘q&

A chance to give something back:
https://realmscapes.world/a-chance-to-give-something-back/
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The engineer in my sketchbook:
https://realmscapes.world/the-engineer-in-my-sketchbook/

Patreon:
https://www.patreon.com/cw/annettezimmerman

More about FADE: F:Ormﬁl AVSV 4 D&s{ 3“ EAMGCHOV\

https://www.fadeinit.org/

Instagram: @annette.zimmerman.artist
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Happg Novewmber, Friends! a F'tﬁwdk'

Wow. We're almosT To The end of anoTher year. There's a
beautiful sadness To That '\'hOugh'\', if on\é because This year has
been so 8ood in so many ways. BuT we aren T There 36*. so let's
Falk about October. A"Ha-£

This month brou%h‘f an a—=ha' moment: my creative side en\JOgs
beivxa ana\g'\'ical. 'd ‘Though‘Y L had to choose between precise,
realisTic artwork and Throwina rules To The wind. Neither was
q’ui'\'e the cat's meow. oAt peow?

Turns out, I en jo looking, Trying, analyzing, and changin
'\'hings. That iwves%iga'\'ioa is P%\r‘?of '\'P?e crgea'\'ive P\eagsurge. Mé
engineering self and "y arTisT self can work ‘Toge‘fher.

Looking back '\'hrough recenT Dispatches, I cansee how L 30*
here. Loowning up» simplhfgivxg, and releasin expectations made

roow To recogyize what I actuall enjoy. T feels serendipitous,

but I should probabl 8ive mgse\ some credit for The work
behind iT. Even an ob iaing muse needs some'\'hing To work with.

Now I have a new Pa‘rh Yo exP\ore. Can't wait To see where it

leads.

Have you had an 'a=ha' momenT in your own creaTive prac'\'ice? 1
hope ‘%ovew\ber brings you sow\e'\'hing worTh discovering.

UnTil next Time,
Anni

The Quest Ahead

The coming month is going to be busy. Work and vacation
will take up a lot of it. | want to focus on Sketch Season,
but there are higher priorities. | almost wish Sketch
Season had come earlier in the year, say at the beginning
of summer, when life was a lot slower.

Still, things are progressing, albeit slowly. I'm on the
drafting stage of A Key for a Broken Song now, and
expect that will take a few months. I've got winter stickers
planned, but need to draw them out and make them. |
plan on continuing to work with FADE.

| love being busy, | love staying creative, and | love
learning new things about myself even as I’'m living into

my later chapters.

This story ain’t over yet.
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Recent Adventures

On the Blog

The s‘ror% behind the I founda \dag To give
Prin'\'...how was iﬂspired back, g\-ar-\-ma with a
simp\e class.

To make Pumpkin Nigh'\'.

Aw a=ha momenT Tha¥t he\Ps

me combine my av\a\gﬁca\ q
creaTive selves.
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At Patreon

Learning to see the
lines

T used ALl Yo do a Master
sTudy, discussed how it went

andg\dhg you should -hé iT.




The Quest

The morning after working a shift for CLUE, | wanted
to run on the treadmill. But | had another shift that
evening, followed by a third the next day. Perhaps
this wasn’t the moment to see how much | could
accomplish before breakfast. ?@"

| took an easy walk instead. After the second shift, |
felt less drained, and | had enough energy for the
third. October required that kind of adjustment:
keeping up with paid work, maintaining my health,
exploring art, and contributing to FADE, while leaving
myself some downtime. | started wearing a mask
again in crowded public places, too. Staying well wa's
part of keeping things going. Ba.fqn(:e_
Camping provided the only days this month when |
didn’t feel pressured to work. I'd brought materials for
pencil studies and wanted to make the most of that
time. With Al providing guidance like a personalized
lesson, | could spend less time deciding what to do
and more time drawing. | enjoyed myself and came
home having learned something. :@’x
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At FADE, | taught a sketchbook-making class. | felt
that a couple of people connected with it. If they
discovered that making a useful sketchbook could be
simple and inexpensive, that made the preparation
worthwhile.

Meanwhile, | kept asking questions about my own art:

Do | enjoy doing this? Which part? Why'.':‘.//
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Sketch Season’s second session emphasized
thumbnails, form drawing, and tonal studies. These
were familiar activities, but paying attention revealed
how much | enjoyed figuring out a composition,
exploring possibilities, and planning before starting a
piece. | | the line work, too.

Then the connection happened. This was analytical

work, and | enjoyed it. R Sk~ s 1ok
“Fike é“ﬁhﬁ?a KH,

Last year, | recognized that planning helps me

feel happy in my life. Somehow, | hadn't carried

that understanding into making art. Exploring and

planning help me feel that I've made something well.

They’re part of the pleasure.

Looking back, there’s a familiar pattern. As an
engineer and project manager, I'd felt stagnant until
| started writing proposals. That work brought my
writing into engineering, and suddenly | felt I'd found
a calling.

Now I'm bringing the engineer into my creative work.
That’s this month’s treasure: recognizing how much |
enjoy having both parts of myself involved.
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